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old granite slab lying in the tennis court engraved
with the monogram ^ (£&, ostindiche yerbenigdb
companib) and the date 1687. This stone is now set up in
the Commissioner's House. A similar stone is to be found
in the Calcutta Museum. In 1676 Streynsham Master
writes:
" L'ess than two miles short of Hughly we passed by the Dutch garden,
and a little further on a large spot of ground which the FRENCH had
laid out in a factory, the gate to which was standing, but whicb was now
in possession of the Dutch. Then we came by the dutch factory which
is a large built house standing by itself, much like to a,county seat in
England." Hedged Diary, Vol. IJ, p. 233.
Hamilton's account brings us to 1704.
"About hn If a league further up is the* Chinsurab, where tine Dutch
emporium stands. It is a large factory, walled high with brick, .tod
the factors have a great many good houses standing pleasantly on the
river side, and all of them have pretty gardens to their houses. The
Chinsurah is wholly under the Dutch Company's Government. It is
about a mile long, and about the same breadth, well inhabited by
Armenians and the Natives. It is contiguous to Hughly, and affords
sanctuary for many poor Natives, when they are in danger of being
oppressed by the Mogul's Governor and his harpies.'*
In the year of Suraj-ud-Daula's march on Calcutta, the
Dutch staved off their immediate ruin by a payment of 4J
lacs of rupees. Two years later the Nawab, while pretend-
ing immense friendship for the English, urged on the Dutch
to enter into a life and death struggle with the English
under Olive. The issue was firstly decided by a battle on
the river in which three English ships with 30 guns apiece
at the most tackled four Dutch ships of 36 guns, two of
twenty-six, and one of 16. For a while Captain Forrester
fought unaided, but when the other two ships, under Cap-
tains Wilson and Sampson, arrived, after a brief fight, six
of the Dutch ships struck, and the seventh was captured
off Kulpi by two English ships entering the river. Then, con-
jointly, Colonel Forde, who had left Calcutta on November
19th, and had encamped at Ghirety on the 23rd, attacked
the Dutch amid the ruins of Chandernagore on the morn-
ing of the 24th, captured their four guns and sent them
flying back to Chinsurah. Still expecting the Dutch fleet
to land forces, and ignorant of the result of the river
battle, Forde wrote to Clive at Calcutta for express orders

